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BOOK EEVIEWS 

Edited by Lester B. Shippee 

Texas and the Mexican war. A chronicle of the winning of the south- 
west. By Nathaniel W. Stephenson. [The chronicles of America. Ed- 
ited by Allen Johnson under the supervision of the committee on 
publications of the Yale university council] (New Haven: Yale 
university press, 1921. 273 p.) 

This book is not in the immediate field of its author's specialty, but it 
meets what seem to be the essential requirements of its series with reason- 
able success. The style is sprightly, and it sketches the history of its as- 
signed topics pleasantly. The most nearly satisfactory portion of the book 
is that presenting the European relations of the Texas question. The solid 
background for understanding this intricate subject is afforded by the 
author's knowledge of the political history of the United States and 
England in the early forties. The least satisfactory part of the per- 
formance is that describing the Mexican war. What caused the war? 
Any attempt to answer must give more than a brief, incidental para- 
graph to the thirteen years of intermittently active, and sometimes hectic, 
negotiations for the settlement of the pecuniary claims of American cit- 
izens against the Mexican government. The subtitle of the volume is 
much too large for the meager references to California and New Mexico. 

There are some misstatements; some erroneous implications and as- 
sumptions; and certain questionable characterizations, arising (one sus- 
pects) from the desire to make a piquant story rather than from con- 
viction. But the sponsors of this series loudly insist that its strongest 
claim to favor is its departure from the ways of the monograph. To 
catalogue what by a different standard would be imperfections might 
perhaps be unfair, and would certainly be tedious. The random illustra- 
tions which follow are intended therefore merely as an expansion of the 
first sentence of this paragraph. Why "misty imperialist" for Jackson 
(page 88) ? And why "ostentatious" of Polk (page 168), who was the 
most deadly matter-of-fact unconscious egotist unredeemed by a spark 
of humor since John Adams ? To declare that John Quincy Adams ' ' once 
defeated annexation" (page 118) is to take at Adams' own valuation 
his remarkable speech of June 16-July 9, 1838; but there were many 
other, and more effective, factors than Adams' opposition in the post- 
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ponement of annexation. To represent the Texan Santa Fe expedition 
simply as an effort "to break up the trade . . . between Mexico 
and the United States through Santa Fe" (page 111) without explaining 
that the boundary which Texas claimed by statute included that depot 
is misleading. Under any aspect of the matter it is difficult to conceive 
how the expedition violated the neutral rights of the United States or 
the principles of international law. And the old San Antonio road — ■ 
since St. Denis crossed the province from Natchitoches to Eagle Pass 
in 1714 the idea of a trail stretching across the vast wilderness has in- 
trigued the imagination of writers. Thus (page 34), "Along this road 
in the hot summer [of 1830] Teran's army must have marched" to be 
distributed "in a dozen or more contonments" — though the several 
hundred soldiers who formed this army actually reached Texas by sea, 
and established six posts in addition to the three already in Texas. But 
these errors are not fatal. They are more or less inherent in the plan 
of the series, and to such as need the Chronicles this volume will certainly 

be useful. _ ^ ^ 

Eugene C. Barker 

The American spirit in education. A chronicle of great teachers. By 
Edwin E. Slosson. [The chronicles of America. Edited by Allen 
Johnson under the supervision of the committee on publications of 
the Yale university council.] (New Haven: Yale university press, 
1921. 309 p. $5.00.) 
It would not be fair to Mr. Slosson to evaluate this volume from the 
standpoint of a critical student of the history of education. In fact 
one would not be justified in reviewing it as one would review a textbook 
or a reference work to be used by classes in the history of education in 
our normal schools or colleges. It was not prepared with the expecta- 
tion that it would be considered either as a contribution to the literature 
of the history of education or as a textbook. As one of the volumes of 
the Chronicles of America series, it well justifies its publication. 

I take it that those who read this book are interested in a general 
way in all of the movements which have resulted in the development of 
our present-day American civilization and wish to secure some familiar- 
ity with a few of the more outstanding movements in education in this 
country. Mr. Slosson has succeeded in presenting an eminently read- 
able book which occasionally includes some historical facts not ordinarily 
found in the ordinary history of education but which in the main merely 
presents the better-known educational landmarks. He has attempted 
in his organization of a number of chapters to have the historical facts 
center around outstanding figures, especially in the chapters showing 
the influence of Franklin, Jefferson, Washington, Horace Mann, and 



